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ter up: "Had it not been for the accident which
prevented the arrest of the Minister of War and
returned me to my duties, General Malet would have
been in control of a great many things in a very
short time, and in a country very susceptible to the
contagion of example. He would have had control
of the Treasury, which was then well filled, of the
posts and the telegraph, and there were in France a
hundred cohorts of the National Guard. He would
have learned by the couriers arriving from the army
the lamentable state of affairs there, and nothing
would have stood in the way of his seizing the
Emperor, if he had come alone, or of marching to
meet him, if he had come with troops." To these
pessimistic views the Duke of Rovigo adds these
words: "In spite of this, Malet would not long have
played the part of a second Cromwell, because the
deception would have been soon found out, and every-
body in France was tired of agitation. Probably he
would have been alone in carrying out his further
plans. But the danger that threatened the public
peace was a serious one; and it exposed a weak
point in our position which every one thought more
secure. A special cause of surprise was the readi-
ness with which the soldiers believed in the Em-
peror's death, without its occurring to a single officer
to seek confirmation of the statement, and above all,
without thinking of his son. . . . This was a pain-
ful thought, and those who did not like to deceive
themselves were compelled to think that trouble
was in the air."